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2 Tim. IV. 7, 8. 

 Thave fought a good Fight, I have finifhed my 

 Courfe, I have kept the Faith: Henceforth 

there is laid up for me a Crown of Righte- 


oufnefs. which the Lorv. the righteous Fudge 
foall give me at that Day. ----~ 


the other fcarcely upon the Frontiers of 
Canaan, difpofed of that Land as tho? — 
they had already conquered it; They gave Laws con- 
cerning the King, concerning the People, concerning 


—— 


* Saurin, 
the 
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othe Priefts, concerning the Levites... They divided the 


Country intoVillages, Cities, Provinces, and marked the 
Bounds of every Tribe. At the’Sight of thefe Things 
aBy-ftander would have been ready to fay, that all their 
Battles were finified, and now they had nothing to do 


‘but to enjoy the Fruit of theirVictories. — Neverthelefs, 


“Arms are precarious, Battles are doubtful, and Succefs 
gain’d toDay is not always a fure Proof of future Succefs : 
Tlence arofe that wife Proverbiof the Ancients, Let xot 
him that girdeth on the Harnefs, boast himfelf as he that 
puiterh it off. — Without Scruple, it had beenRafhnefs, 
Folly, Madnefs in thefe Leaders of GOD’s People, thus 
to have ated, had they relied upon their own Strength 
andCourage, their ownSpear andBow ; but they fought 
in the Name of the Lorp or Hosts, the GOD of the 
Armies of J/rael. Tt was He that faid unto them, Ga. 
ap, for I have given you the Land. Relying upon this 
Promife, and animated with that.Faith. which is the 
Subftance of Things hoped for, and the Demonftration of 
Things not feen, the Thoufands of J/rael in Tho’t and 
Defire, placed themfelves in the Land of Promife, tafted 
dts Milk and Honey, ‘and refrefhed themfelves with its 
Delights and Privileges. — There’s a greater Diftance, 
Iny Hearers, between Heaven and Earth, than there 
was between the Defart and ‘Canaan: ‘There are more 
Difficulties to furmount now, in-order to obtain eternal 
Salvation, thanthere were formerly to enter the promifed 
Land. A corrupt Heart, a fubtle Devil, anda deceitful 
Wootld, are ‘more’ dangerotisEnemies: than Sihon King of 
the Amorites, and Og King, of Bafbani!-i Neverthelefs, in 
our Text we have’ .a‘Chriftian Soldier ton this Side the 
Heavenly Canaan, ftill furrounded swith f{piritual Foes, 
and full combating with Flefh sand Blood, arrived to a 
firm Afferance of compleat Victory -and finging a Song 
of Gritimph, ‘eer the Fight with his ghoflly JA dverfaries 
was finifhed : INo wonder! ‘for theAngel’ of ‘the Lorp 
fought for-him, and-had faid-unto-him,-Go-up, for I have 
given you the Land. Now he was certain that-he fhould 
att triumph 
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triumph over all Temptations ; and fo! fuiperior was his — 
Virtue, that he was infallibly fure of eternal Glory, in 
the Prefence of his Divine Mafter. The Time of his De- 
porture was at hand, and he was ju going to be offered 
wp. When the cruel, the bloody, the diabolical Nero 
fhould exercife his hellifh Fury upon him, and offer him 
a Sacrifice to his heroic Profeflion of Chriftianity, he 
knew his Courage and Conftancy fhould not fail amidft 
all the fhocking Trials he was to undergo, and that 
after his Martyrdom, he fhould poffefs an incorruptible 
Crown of Glory on High. art. 


—T have fought, Fe. Ge. ’Tis not long fince that 
Mofes was the Hero,. whofe juft Praifes. we feebly re- 
hearfed in this Defk +: Now the Apoftle Paul is to be 
applauded. Mofés converfed with the Son or Gop forty» | 
Days.on Mount Sizai,. till. his Countenance became all 
radiant and fhining :.But the Apoftle Paul was caught 
up into the Third Heavens, and there converfed with 
the Son or Gop, and heard unfpeakable Words, which 
it is not poffible for a Man to utter. No wonder then, 
if our Apoftle under the New Teftament, exceed Ado/es 
under the more ancient Difpenfation of GOD towards 
his Church. -His Character in the Text lies in four 
Articles, A brave Soldier, a fine Racer,.a firm: Believer, 
and a glorious Triumpher. 


Wherefore. 


I. The Apoftle Paul was a brave Soldier. — I have 
foughi a good Fight. — All the World knows aChriftian’s 
Life is a Warfare, From the Moment we name the 
Name of Curisr, become His Difciples, we engage 
with the Flefh, the World, and the Devil, in a Combat, 
which is to endure, without Intermiffion, as long as Life 


+ liadermon, entitled, Ihe Charaiter of a True Patriot. 
Sold by D. Henchman, ; 
endures, 
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endures. — Well, Confider our Apoftic in every Station, 
m1 every Period of Life ; and who ever fought more 
~ Valiantly than he, when once enlifted under the great 
‘Captain of our Salvation:? 


ln Adverfiiy he behaved well, brave as an Here, 
_ What the trying Temptations of Poverty are, Agur was 
well fenfible of, when he addrefs’d the great JeHovan, 
' faying, Give me not Poverty, le I ftcal, and take the 
Name of my GOD in vain. Prov. 30. 8, g. But'to fuch 
_ Poverty was our Apoftle once reduced, ‘notwithftandine 
his Power of working Miracles for the Relief of others, 
that he was obliged to follow the Tent-maker’s Trade ; 
and thereupon fays to the Elders of Ephefus, Affs 20. 
34. Thefe Hands have miniftred unto my Necefities, and 
_ 10 them that were with me. — But of all-Conditions turn 
to his own Catalogue, 2 Cor. 17. 233 ~----- 27.— In 
Labours mere abundant ; in Stripes above Meafure , it 
Prifous more frequent ; in Deaths oft. Of the ‘Fews five 
Times received I forty Stripes, fave one: Thrice was I 
Seater with Rods 2 Once was [ftoned : Thrice I fuffered 
Shipwreck 1 A Night and a Day I have been in the Deep.- 
tn Sourneyings often, in Perils of Waters, in Perils of 
Robbers, in Perils by mine own Country-men, in Perils by 
the Heathen, in Perils in the City, in Perils in the Wil- 
dernefs, in Perils in the Sea, in Perils among falfe Bre~ 
, thren wie Wearinels and Painfuluefs, in Watchings often, 
in Hunger and [; birt, in Foftings often, in Cold and 
Nakedue/s. Amazing! What a Life! And yet do you 
find the leaft. whifper of Murmuring ? No, but like a 
goodSoldier of JesusCurisr, he enduredHardnefs, and 
pofteteid his Soul in Patience; Once, when his'Friends, 
inll of Concern, would with Tears have diffuaded him 
going Up toFeru/falem, where Bonds and Imprifonments 
_ awaited him, he breaks forth in that Divine Language, 
What mean J¢.t6 weep, and.to break mine Heart 2 For I 
an ready, not to be bound only, but to die at Ferufalen, 
for the Naine of the Lord Fefus, MGs 21. 1 3. 


Again, 


= 


i ii 
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Again, ~ a, 
In. Profperity he behaved well, brave as an Hero. 
°Tis hardy hard vanquifhing the Temptations of a prof 
‘perous State.’ Let a Man carefully'examiine the Religion 
of Curist Jesus, lie will foon find, ‘that worldly Prof 
‘perity and true Piety ‘are almoft inconfiftent, almott i 
‘compatible : Every outward Bleffing carries a mortal 
‘Poifon with it, which ufually-infeéts’the Poffeffor. Ex- 
perience has taught us, that Pleafures ruin Chriftian 
Moderation, that Riches infpire Men with Covetoufnefs, 
‘and that Pride is begotten by Grandure‘and Authotity. 
The Temptations which Profperity plunges a Man into, 
‘are infinitely harder to vanquifh than thofe to which Ad- 
‘verfity cxpofes us. Many a one that has triumphed over 
Tyrants and Perfecutors, has funk benesth Pride, Am-, 
‘bition and Intemperance, when Objects proper to inflame 
‘thofe Paffions have been fet before? his Eyes. When a 
kind GOD fills up our Days with Delights, ah ie ! how 
4ittle Pains do we take about fecuring a better. Life re 
after! °Tis natural to love the Habitation whefe we fin 
‘Satisfa€tion and Charms. When the Dove ‘flies forth 
from the Ark, and finds the Winds boifterous, the Waves 
foaming, and the wholeHarth buried Beneath the Waters, 
dly fhe returns to the Ark, the Place ot det Refuge : 
But when fhe finds thelTeavens ferenc, theWatersafiwap- 
ed, and theCampaigns flourifhing, there fhe ehts there 
fhe refts. — Oh my Soul, here’s thy PiGure; here’s the 
Image of what thou thyfelf art ! When the World: pro- | 
mifes thee Wealth, Profperity, Grandure, thou harkneft 
‘to the Voice of the Enchantrefs, and fuffereft thyfelf to 
be furprized by her Charms : But, ‘when! thou ‘findeft in 
the World, Poverty, Diftrefs ahd Mifery, thow turneft 
thine Eyes towards Heaven, there to feck for Happinefs 
in its Center—Our Apoftle had the Trials of'a profpe- 
rous Condition, and how divinely well he paft through 
it, let his own Words ‘teftify, Phil. 4. 11, 190 13.) 
have learned in whatfoever State I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be abafed, and I know bow 
B t 
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o apounD.. In all Things Iam inftrudied , both to be: 
uiu and to be hangry ; beth to azounD and to fuffer 
need : I: can do. all Things through. CHLRIST that 
firengthencth me. Supernatural Strength in an.cxtraor- 


n the dangerous Conflict with the’ pleafing Temptations 
ofthe World; and that-Strength the Apoftle derived 
i ae Curust,,and obtain’d it by humble, Sducial Prayer. 


i] — Once more, — E 
Ji Death he behaved: well,. brave as:an Hero. To 
 gnow what itis to die, and not be afraid to die, is cer- 
be the mott exalted Degree of Perfection, which the 


the higheft Pitch of Felicity that can be enjoyed in this 
Vale of Tears. To defy Death, ,to {corn it, to brave 
i¢ out ina dying Hour, without knowing what it is to 
die, isthe very Height of Madnefs, *tis the higheft Pitch 
of. Mifery. —. The Pagan World afforded Philefopbers, 
pee were under no Dread of Death ; but then. they did 


| human :Soul-is. capable of attaining.to in this Life: °Tis 


not know -what it was to die: They viewed Death in a 
| dale Light : They imagin’d that at Death Men were 
either reduced to nothing, or appeared before a chimeri- 
«al Tribunal, or enter’d upon an imaginary Tappinefs.— 
Commanders of Armies in the Days.of Heathenifm, have 
been feen to brave Death,. and defy all its. Terrors: But 
zhey knew not what it was todie: They look’d upon 
Death crowned with Laurels, illuftrious inTrophies, and 
-renowned in future Hiftory. — Even Libertines and De- 
bauchees have been feen to make light of Death : But 


the laft Moments of Life arofe’ from Ignorance ; and 
their Stontnefs was the Effect of Stupidity. But the 
Man who views Death in its true Form, and is under no 
' Dread of Death, but meets it with a calm Soul, that 
Man has moft furely arrived to the utmoft Bleffing that 
"Mortals are capable of enjoying upon this Earth : And 
[ this Bleffling our Apoftle had arriv’d to. If the Words of 

eal, “se our 


dinary Degree, is requifite to keep us entire and upright, , 


they knew notwhat it was to die :-Their Tranquility in- 


“our Text are not a-fuficient Proof. of this; “only fish td 


‘Who foall feperate us from the Love of Curist ? Shai 


‘Creature fhall be able to feperate us from the Love of 


“difficult a Thing is it to ftand out againft violent Pains ! 


ordinarily bearReflecticn : And in'the nearApproaches of 


‘the Sun of Righteoufnefs! But, all thefe does the Apoftle 
‘brave: United to the Son or Gop in indifpenfable Bands | 


‘the Libertine, by ‘his Ignorance and Obftinacy, could 


lightfully meditate therein Day and Night? “Who-wou 
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the Eighth Chapter of-his Epiftleito the Romans;-and 32% 
&ec. where he makes ufe of that. inimitable Languagé 


Tribulation, or Diftrefs, or Per fecution, or Famine, or 
Nakednefs, or Sword 2 Nay, in all thefe Things we-are 
more than Conquerors, through Him that loved us. °T% 
I am perfuaded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, 
nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor’ Things prefent, nov 
Things to-come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any othe 


‘GOD, which is in Curis? Jesus our Lord. » Ab!-how) 


Amid grinding Tortures the Soul, lofes Sight of itfelf': 
Entirely filled with the Violence of its Agonies, “it cannot] 


H 


Death, how often do thick Clouds intercept the Beams o} 


of Love, he defies them. ‘Thus the Chriftian Religion, 
all manly and fublime, forms its Votaries to trueHeroifin! 
‘Fhe wife Man, and the brave Hero, whom Socrates, 
Plato, and Seneca faw only in Idea, the ChriftanReligion 
fees in Pra&tice and Reality :| That brings to pafs. what 
neither Philofophers, by | their falfe/) Maxims, nor ‘the}) 
Bravadoes of the Age, by their affected Courage, nov, 


ever bring to pafs : That brings to pafs what the whole 
Univerfe could not’; and while it inftruéts the Chriftian) 
what it isto die, it raifes him above. the Fears,of Death, 
and caufes him to fing amidftthe Horrors of Diffolution, | 
O Death, where is thy Sting 2, O-Grave, where is thy) 
Vidlory 2? Thanks be unto GOD, who gives us theVisory, 
through our Lord Jesus Curast, — Who tren would) 
not fludy this Divine Religion ?. Who would not .de-) 


not affent to its heavenly Truths? And, who. would not | 
practice its noble Precepts, when the fue of all is, an, 
Bea undaunted | 
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undaunted Encounter with the ‘King? of Terrors, and’a 
final Conqueft of the laft Enemy of Mankind ? May 
~each one. of us be found in the-happy Number. 


— We Be on: and fay,. 


Ti. The Apoftle Paul was @ fine Racer. —TI have 
 finifhed ny Courfe— Often.do we mect-with Allafions to 
ancient HleathenCuftoms, in the Writings of our Apoftle, 
who was certainly’an-excellent Scholar, as well as a great 
Divine. Weare taught even from early Youth, in our 
Schools, that. Running was one of thofe Exercifes which 
were much in Vogue at the Ohmpic Games among the 
Grecians + ThefeGames paffed from Grece over intoltaly, 
and the Roman People were fo fond of them, that one of 
‘theirHittorians fays, Tivo Things will fatisfy the Romans, 

amely, Bread and> Public Shews.—Among thefe various 
Plays, that of Ruining was very remarkable : The Place 
where they ufed to run was laid out with the utmoft 
Accuracy : There were Lines ftretched along, and if a 
Racer ftept ovér them he was judged to have’run uncer- 
‘tainly; and in vain: Nay, it was even dangerous to {tep 
\afide ; for at Rome the Tiber was theLine upon one Side, 
| and a deep Ditch with pointed Swords ‘upon the other, 
| fo that°if a:Perfon:ftept afide, he was in Danger, either 
to be. drowned, or- pierced toDeath.—. This is theEXmblem 
the Apoftle refers to in the Text. Chriftianity is a Races 
a lengthy Race. Oh the vaft Diftance there is between 
irtue, fuch as itis'in its firk Beginnings, and that fame 
‘Virtue confidered in all the PerfeGtion, to. which it might 
be raifed upon “Earth! Had we arrived at as high a 
Degree of Holinefs, as-any meer Man’ on Earth ever did, 
yet how far fhould we have ftill to run, eer we had arri- 
ved at the higheft Perfection poffible ! — In this lengthy 
Road it was that ourApoftle ran, that fo he might obtain 
| in incorruptible Crown. The Time once was when the 
| Apoftle looked upon himfelf as having a great Way to 


Not 


‘un in the Chriftian Race; fays he, in Phil. 3. 12. Ge, 


ll! 
id 
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Notas though I bad already attained, reached the Mark,| 
the Goal , either were already Perfect: The Greek Word 
here ufed was peculiarly confecrated to thofeRacers, who 
came off Victorious at the Oljmpic Games. The Apoftle 
then would let us know,. that he looked upon himfelf at 
a great Diftance as yet from that happy State, when like 
a confummate Racer in the Art of Running, he thould 
fee himfelf crowned with the Prize deftin’d to the Con- | 
gueror ; but adds he, J follow afte‘, 1 purfue with | 
~Ardour and Larneftnefs, if fo be Tinay apprehend, 1 may | 
feize upon the Crown e’er long ;. for which Reafon alfo 
L have been apprebended, faddenly feized upon,: by Fefus 
Cbrif, in a quick miraculous Converfion to him. — He 
Soes on, Brethren, I court not myfelf to have apprebended, 
Tam perfuaded I have not as yet reached the Mark : So 
an humbleSoul, ever pondering upon its ownFaults, Im- 
perfections and Failures, does not. difcover.thofe Virtues 
in itfelf, which fhine with a fuperiour Luftre inthe View | 
of others !—But, fays theApoftle, This one Thing I da, 
forgetting thofe 7 bings which are bebind me, and reaching 
Jorth to thofe Things which are before me, I prefs towards 
the Mark, for thePrize of the highCalling,. the heavenly 
Calling, of GOD im Curis Jesus. No Difficulties in | 
the Road, neither the Length of the Race he had to run,' 
could difcourage him: On the contrary he haftned awa’ 
the fafter, and would not lofe a Moment’s Time: Like 
a true Racer, he left Places and Things far behind him, 
and got forward fo fwiftly that he infenfibly loft Sight of 
them. . He made fuch Progrefs towards Heaven, that he 
every Day left behind him.the Follies and Vanities of the 
World, and more and more loft the View of them : He 
fixed his Eye upon the Reward before him, and was en- 
couraged in the Way of Virtue from the Profpect of that 
Happinefs which GOD, through Curist,. will beftow 
upon all his perfevering Saints. The Reward of being 
crowned as a Conqueror, not with an Ofve-Leaf, which 
at Olympia was valued above Gold or Rubies, as it pro- 


TA ‘The Character of 


| crowned with the Love and Applaufe of his Creator, and 
the immortal Honours of the Heavenly Kingdom, thro’- 
out Eternity. — And now in the laft Moments of Life, 
he breaks -forth with Exftafy of Soul and fays, I bave 
finifoed may Courfe, my Race is run, I have reached the 
-Goal. The Maxim I ever went upon was, to account 
‘nothing done, while there remained any thing to be done, 
“nothing accomplifhed, ’till all was accomplifhed. 
Happy, Happy we, my Brethren, if animated by his 
Example, and like him, relying upon Jesus our Fore- 
runner for Strength, we fo run as to obtain; make fuch 
Progrefs in the Ways of Religion, as that like him we 
“may be able to fay at Death, I have finifoed my Courfe.— 
_ We have begun well: Let us not be affrighted in this 
_ Matter of Progrefs in Virtue. The Degree of Holinefé 
we have arrived to has.coft us much Struggle, Difficulty 
-and Pam; but be not difcouraged, the :more tedious 
Part is over’; ’tis the eafier remains: The Way toHeaven 
is narrow, but it becomes large and fpacious to him that 
-continues running therein ; efpecially when we eye the 
Poffeffion of Curis, as cur fupreme Récompence at 
‘the End -of our Race: This Thought, that every Step 
‘we take, brings us nearer to the Enjoyment of Carist 
the infinite and the eternal Good, may well animate tie 
zo make fwift Progrefs in our Chriftian Courfe. 


— We haften and fay, — 

TI. The Apoftle Paul was.a firm Believer. —~ I have 
Rept the Faith. — Stedfaft, unfhaken he perfevered in 
his Profeffion of Chriftianity. A flighty Temptation 
overfets us; but nothing ever fhook him: From the 
Moment he bowed the Knee tothe Son or Gop, whorn 
“with his bodily Eyes _he beheld feated at the right Hand 
‘of the Majefty in theFdleavens, clothed with Glory infuf 
ferable to mortal View, from thatMoment he abode ftedfaft 
in his Chriftian Profeffion ; nor could all the Wiles of 
Farth or Hell turn him afide: No wonder, for GOD 
loved him,and he himfelf was, careful to depart from all 
Eniquity, 
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Iniquity,2 77m. 2. 19. True Believers are the Founda- 
tion of GOD : As fuch they ftand fure,. for Lye 
them,. GOD loves them. as his Children ; and it 
is their diligent Endeavour. to avoid all Sin, whichis the- 
onlyThing difpleafing toGOD, and fatal toMen.—By an’ 
Election. from Eternity GOD loves them that are His 
He has chofén them and fet them apart for Himflf in a 
peculiar Manner. No Reafon can be given for this Love, 
becaufe it is not founded upon anyQuality of thofe whom - 
GOD choofes : No other Caufe can be found but his own 
good Will; * — and, to them the Love of GOD is 
invariable. GOD never ceafes to love them whom He 
has placed his electing Affection upon: It is not with 
GOD as it is with Men.. Nothing more fickle than the 
Friendthip of Mortals ; itis like a Fire of Chaff, eafily 
kindled, but which goes out ufually of itfelf: *Tis likea 
Flood, which at fir runs with vaft Impetuofity and 
Noife, but which anon dries away, fo that the Places 
which it moft overflowed fhow no Marks of it : Tis like 
the Lightning fhut up in the Bofom of a Cloud, but 
foon loft in the open Air. The Love of GOD is ofa 
quite contrary Nature; never does that alter, never does 
that diminifh, never does that grow cold : Nothing can 
caufe a Change of his Love : — Not his Interefts, for he 
does not Jove us for hisown Advantage,. but for. our’s : 
ur Goodnefs afcends not toHim, but hisGoodnefs def- 
cends abundantly upon us. Not for any Defect in 
our Perfons, or any Change of good Qualities, for He 
lovesus with aLove of Fore-knowledge, which preceeded 
all Forefight of Good inus. As the Forefight of our 
Imperfe€tions and our Vices did not hinder his Love in 
Eternity, fo the Sight of our Failures in Time does not 
interrupt it. It isa Love which is founded upon GOD | 
alone. He loves us becaufe He has willed to love us : 
The Reafon hereof is only in Himfelf, and the Motive in 
his own Will: And, fince GOD is ever the fame, and 
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his Will abfolutely unchangeable, it follows neceffarily, 
that his Love muft be unchangeable. Well then may 
| true Believers be compared to the Mountains, which 
‘remain firm. upon their ancient Foundation, while the 
moft ftately Buildings, and the moft magnificent Palaces 
| of Emperors fall to ruin. — But further,— 
\ A fecond Seal upon the true Believer, is, He departs 
\ from Iniquity : No marvel then that he is ftedfaft in his 
| Faith and Profeffion ; for, certainly the Reafon why the 
| Deferters of theGofpel do not perfevere in theCommunion 
| of Curist, but abandon his DoCtrine, is really this, that 
they are Workers of Iniquity, vicious Perfons, who 
| Heart is good for nothing. Read Volumes of Ecclefiatti- 
 calHiftory, confult all theAnnals of Chriftianity, and you 
_ will ever fee, thatApoftates unto Infidelity, were Perfons 
who led a vicious Life. As the firft Defertion from 
Chriftianity began with a Fudas, who was a notableThief, 
pofiefied with the Devil of Covetoufnefs, fo the follow- 
ing Ages faw Chriftianity forfaken by Men of the fame 
Stamp; fuch as breathed after Vanity and Licentioufness, 
‘Will that Man, think you, be careful to obtain Salvation 
inthe Way ofa true Faith, that does not fear Damnation 
in the Way of Sin? °Tis an eafy Paflage from 2 ce- 
bauched Heart to a debauched Mind ; andCorruption of 
Manners is the high Road to Corruption of Faith. 
But how ftcod the Cafe with our Apofile ? His Appeal 
to Felix, before a large Clan of moft virulent Perfecutors, 
teftifies for himfclf, Herein, fays he to that Governor of 
his Nation, Herein do I exercife myfelf, to have always a 
Confeience void of Offence towards GOD end Men. And 
as he lived at a Diftance from Sin, whether fecret or 
_ open, nothing aftonifhed him, nothing overturned him, 
nothing could rootReligion out of his Heart, or ftifle it in 
_ his Mouth : — Neither Threats norDangers could terrify 
| him, becaufe he feared GOD more than Men, and dread- 
| ed the Torments of Eternity more than the Sufferings of 
Time : — Neither Promifts norAdvantages could dazzle 
him, becaufe he efteemed the Reproach ef Curisr, 
: greater 
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greater Riches than all the Treafures of the Earth, and | 


the Glory of Heaven rejoyced him more than all worldly 


Profperity. In a Word, neither Paffions norVices could 
sortuptshim, becaufe.he kept under his Body, and bro’t 
it, INto/Subjeétion, and ;was;eaily, crucifyng the Flefh, 


with its. A Sections and: Lutts..—— Verily, my Heaters; 
wouldsyou be,firm.and folid Stones_in the Building of the 
Church. ; would you never fall away from your Faith and 
Profeffion, after‘having tafted the good Word tf GOD s 
would’ you perfevere: invariably: inthe. Communion of 
J EsusCurisr, here’s the infallible Secret, here’s the ae 
Way.to fucceed, . Depart from all Iniquity , Here’s all 
the. Prefervations. of the World in one, ;here’s, all the 
Counfels, here’s all. the Inftructions ; yea,’ here’s all the 
Books that can be-defired.on fo important a Point : Here 
they arg.all in.one Word Depart from Iniguily, For, If 
once you,,are,teally reformed inyourManners, if once you 
banifh the Sentiments.and Habits of Sin, furely, you fhall 
abide. firm in. the Communion of your Saviour, the Love 
of Curis fhall render you abfolutely infeparable from 
it, 1) The ineffable ,Treafure of Piety in your Heart, hall 
caufe you to defpifeevery. Thing, in, Comparifon of you : 
Dear Redeemer 3 the fure Hope of Heaven hall make 
you intrepid; the Peace you fhall feel in yourConicience, 
you fhall prefer above all the Pleafures of the Uae 
and upon the immoveable Bafis of a good Life, gee Ing 
fhall overturn. you 5, but, in the near Profpect. of peat 
you, fhall be able.to-fays .with our ‘Apottle, T have kept 
the Faith, nel on : vf 


—— We pafs briefly, to fay, 
ee Wes The Apolile. Paul. was a _gloriots Trinmpher. — 


: i -of Righteouj~ 
Henceforth. there remaineth for. me @ Crown of. REPEC 
nefs, which the Lord.the ial Judge will give me at 
that Day. —Fere it is that he moft apparently Shines in ' 
his exalted Character: Here it is that-he moft flamingly | 
appears to be an incarnate Seraph, ——— Tis the, happy | 
aid Cc. Privilege — 
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Privilege of fome of GOD’s Saints to arrive at fuch high 
Degrees of Piety and Virtue, as to be entircly affured of 
the future eternal Bleffings. They carry in their Souls 
the Witnefs of the Spirit of GOD, which affres them of 
their eternal Salvation:: This “Teftimony is-a kind of 
Demonftration fupetior to any in. human Sciences: °Tis 
a Proof unknown to Philofophers, ‘and: whofe Author 
is the infinite wife GOD. This internal Teftimony is, 7 
_ Dively Senfe of our good Eftate, excited by the glorious 
Jesovan Himfelf. *. Tis an. Effect of that almighty 
Power, which right Rea/fon attributes to GOD, upon the 
Senfations of our Souls,’ and according to which He may 
‘raife'in them Joy or Sorrow, as feeims good in his Sichr: 
*Tis the Right of a Chriftian, founded upon that Promife 
‘of the facred Scripture, Rom. 8. 16. The Spirit bimfelf 
beareth Witnefs with our Spirit, that we are theChildren 
of GOD : The glorious Effects of which Promife we fee 
in thofe: Believers, who while they live in Poverty and 
Want, tafte thofe Pleafures which all the Grandeurs and 
Riches of this World cannot afford: We fee them alfo in 
_ thofe dying Perfons, who in the View of their immediate 
’ Diffolution,experience fuchJoys, as turn theirBed of Sick- 
» nhef§ into a Field of Triumph : In a Word, we fee them 
- Gn thofe Martyrs, who on Racks and Gibbets have found 
. themfelves more happy than Princes furrounded with alj 
“their Courtiers. — Oh my Hearers ! There is doubtless 

no-Condition fo happy as that ofa Man, who with Con- 

ftancy and Firmnefs, is waiting for that future Glory, to 

which he has a juft Title : Such a Man may fatisfy him- 

felf that there is no Bleffing, except that of glorified 
_ Saints, fuperior to his ;. and that he has arrived at the 
| higheft Pitch of Felicity which can be attained in this Vale 
| of Tears: What more happy, than, in the midft of the 
empty Pleafures and the numerous Affictions of Life, 

to be able to look into Heaven, as the affured Place of 
‘our eternal Abode ! Efpecially, what more proper than 
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this to fupport us againft the Fears of Death, mortal, | 
dying ‘as we'are ;~in. a Condition, wherein the: leat. 
‘Alteration in cur Body, prefents. us with the horrid 
Image of Death: What can we with for more agreeable, 
to our Wants, than to find inthe firm Expetation of | 
futureGlory,a Buckler to repel theEnemy, and a Sword 

to pierce him! In this defiveable Situation the Loab 

‘grant we may all:be found. ails 


— But, *tis Time we haften to a Conclufion, — 


--In the firft Place then, — Your Excerrency will 
permit me on this joyful Day, the Monument of ancient, 
Britip Liberty, to congratulate your ExceLtency upon 
‘the Smiles of Heaven on your mild, your juft, and your 
- wife Government *: Where’s a Ruler happier in his. 
People, Where’s a People happier in their Ruler, than | 
SHIRLEY and his Province ? When their Captain | 


- General gives forth:the Command, chearfully they obey, 


“and thus'the feeble Fortrefs. of Annapolis-Royal is faved 


from theHands of herEnemies, and the now-impregnable 
Fortrefs ofLoui/bourg is put into ourPoffeffion : Suiriey’s | , 
Troops know how toPray,. and Suirey’s Troops know HR 


’ how to Fight, fo as perpetually to:engage'the GOD of | 


Armies’on their Side, who crowns their‘noble Attempts _- 
with Succef andVictory : Thus Mo/és lifts up hisHands _ 


“to Heaven, and Jofbua purfues the flying, Amalekites, — | 


' yaiféd by your ExcELLENcy’s Command and Vigilance, 


* Happy Conqueft! How muft it ftrike the ‘haughty 


Let one then, whofe Eyes beheld the charming Virtue 
and: the undaunted Courage of a New-England Army, 


congratulate You on. the Reduétion of Gape-Breton eh 


y 
; 
| 
‘ 


“Gallic Prince with Aftonifhment, and fill his proud 


* Soul with Regret and Indignation !. The Greatnefs. of _ 


his Lofs none but himfelf can’be fully fenfible of ; He 
himfelf, whofe Coffers have been often: and deeply 
drained to commode; to adorn, and -to fortify that. 


_important Place, And, ey the Place fhould be reduced 
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-by your Excrtiency’s! Troops |! — Future,,Ages. thall 
bleis your Memory, and, your! gallant,Army- thall be 
applauded while Time and Days echdure. — — But, In 
the midft, of all thefe Congratulations, permit me to 
| minglea Fear. with your ExcrLLency, over the Graves 
of our heroic Officers, over the;Graves ‘of our valiant 
Soldiers, and over theTomb of our? late excellent Speaker. 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Men greatly beloved, 
Men that feared(GOD, and, honoured the Kine ; -nor 
were they given to Change: Friends to Virtue, Friends 
to Liberty +, -Dhey are-gone, but happy’ in their’ Depar- 
ture: Inexorable Death has fnatched them: from us, but 
Jesus, their. Redeemer has welcomed them to Realms of 
Light and Love.,--Ah me !. What are all the Treafures; 
the Pomps, the Poffeffions of humanLife! Death makes 
all Things equal. .The; Man who pil’d Riches upori 
Riches,» and laid, Heap upon Heap; Death confines him 
to.a narrow ‘Coffin'and three Paces of Earth The Man 
| whofe Projects were mighty, whofe Defigns were swatts 
and whofe Defires were boundlefs, Death dafhes them to 
Pieces on the fatal Shelve of human Things—— The Man 
whofe Titles: were magnificent, whofe Infcriptions were 
| pompous,. and. whofe,Genealogies were lengthy, » Death 
| confounds .them all+in-the. fame Pit of Corruption, 
The Man-whof Eyes - fparkled with Courage, Death 
covers with a dark Night ; — and whofe valiant Arm 
decided the Fate of Nations, Dezth lays beneath the Clods 
motionlefs, lifelefs.. Such isDeath, fuch are i:sTriumphs: 
Oh Gallant Army; how art Thou fallen by the Stroke of 
Death ! Oh how are theMighty fellen |—E?er long your 
Excrturncy mutt fall like them, and like them, con- 
fpicuous in Virtue, your-Excrzieney -fhall afcend on 
High, , to participate with them, in the immortal Glories 
of an heavenly Kingdom :-—|They, have finifhed their 
Race, Your ExereLiency-has your Race yet:to Sinifh/: 
Go on, Sir, finthit with Pleafure, and in Wiftom’s 
‘Ways, end yourRace with’ Peace andTriumph,, finging,: 


waited for thy Salvation. 
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asidid the good old Patriarch, O LORD, J have . 
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“ "To You, Gentlenien, of the ancient and honourable 
“Artillery-Company, let me next addrefs myfelf. — AS { 
‘you, Gentlemen, have feen good to pitch upon me, the 
Jeaft of all my Brethren in the Miniftry, to ftand this | 
Day in the Defk, that fo you might do Honour to that | 
Gallant Army of your Countrymen, who reduced Lzwi/= | 
‘dourg under the Britifo Government ; and to whom there | 
‘can icarcely be too much Honour done: I affure you, 
it was no fimall Motive to me to appear here this Day, | 
that 1 might mention to you their manly Piety and their 
Englifo Bravery, of which I myfelf was an Bye-witnefs : 
Piety and ‘Bravery .which you, Gentlemen, will copy 
after, whenever GOD. fall call you to play the Men in 
the Caufe of Liberty and Virtue. — From You there 
went forth the Great and the Good in the late Campaign 
at Louifbourg : And from whom, Gentlemen, can we. 
more juftly expect, Herces than from 2 Of the Flower of | 
our Land, the Glory of our Country In You is de- 
ofited, as it wereina direct ‘Line, that Divine Ardour, 
Hart that Godlike Zeal for the Maintenance of the Rights 
of Truth and Juftice, which our. Fore fathers were ani | 
fnated with +: Men whofe Character fhines with endiefs 
Glory, efpecially in their martial Exploits againft an in- ; 
numesable favage Foe. And fhall we their Sons’ ever 
prove a degenerate Race ? ~~ Shall we tremble when. 
Cannons roar, when Bullets fly, and when all the glit= 
tering Inftruments of Deftruction ftand apparent before’ 
us 2” No, never fhall it be faid, that the Troops of 
New-Encianp. were backward to ruth upon the Sword, 
cor afraid to face the Mouths of Cannon, at_the Call of | 
~ the Lorp or Hosts.— You willremember, Gentlemen, 
that from You, as from a Nurfery, our Land és ever to | 
be fupplied with Officers perfectly fkilP'd in ane Axt of j 
War, and who fhall train up our Forces to an Expert- 
nefs in military Exercife ‘equal to any of his Britanic 
Majefty’s : This, under GOD, will be the beft Defence 
of our Land. Wherefore-now, Gentleinen, to yourPokts, | 
and carry this Truth along with you, He that would Pi 
Jight couragioufly, and die happily, wut live virtuoufh 
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Tm Gne,. Let us all, both Laity and Clergy, ftudy..the 
Art of War, and ftrive to be expert init. And now 
that the Providence of Heaven invites and commands us 
to enter the Field of Battle in the fpacious Country of 
Canapa: Let us go forth with a refolute Mind and 
‘chearful Soul. What tho’ the Field of Battle prove our 
‘Grave, has not Jesus our Redeemer gone down into 
the Grave, and difpeil’d all the Horrors’ of it ? In the 
Grave of Nature we view a difmal Dungeon, and a dark- 
fome Night ; but in the Grave of Jesus we view Con> 
queft over our laft Enemy, and an open Paffage to the 
immortal Honours of the heavenly Kingdom. Where= 
fore, my Chriftian Brethren, and gallant Countrymen, 
difmifs every anxiousThought : If you fall by the Sword, 
the Clouds which Satan form’d fhall vanith ; the Vail 


which covers Eternity fhall be drawn ; your Mind fhall Heerg 


be fettled, your Heaven fhall be revived, your Defires 
thall be enflamed, and the Field of Blood fhall become a 
Field of Triumph : And, in the laft Day, when the 
Foundations of this Earth, fhall fink beneath your Feet, 
you fhall rife above theRuins of #his World, and become 
Inhabitants of the Regions of Immortality and Glory, 
with Jesus, who has redeemed us by his Blood, and 
has made us Kings and Priefts unto GOD and his Father, 
with whom we fhall Reign forever and ever: To whom 
= aes all Honour -and Dominion, World without 
nd. 
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